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Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee : 

Mr.  SAMUEL  PARKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

a.  m.  McMillan,  m.b.,  ch.il 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

WILLIAM  WANE,  C.S.I. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1924. 

Area,  8,854  acres. 

Population,  estimated  20,000.  Registrar-General  (for  this  repo 
19,180. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1924),  4,133. 

Number  of  families  or  occupiers,  4,750  (approximately). 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  yC175. 

General  District  Rate,  4/9  in  the 
Poor  Rate,  8/-  in  the 
Birth  Rate,  23.3. 

Death  Rate,  13.1. 

Infantile  death  rate  per  1,000  births,  84.7. 

Zymotic  death  rate,  .00. 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  2.  Rate  per  1,000  births,  4.4. 
Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  13. 

Deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  diseases,  6. 


A  N  N  U  A  L  R  R  PO  R  T 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg-  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1924.  I  his 
year’s  report  is  what  the  Ministry  of  Health  terms  an  Ordinary 
Report,  and  consists  principally  of  statistics,  together  with  com¬ 
ments  upon  such  matters  of  interest  and  importance  which  have 
occurred  during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1924 
was  448—233  males  and  215  females  ;  of  these  12  were  illegitimate 
— 5  males,  7  females.  This  gives  a  birh  rate  of  23.3  per  1,000, 
and  is  a  decrease  of  0.3  as  compared  with  last  year,  when  it  was 
23.6.  The  births  exceeded  those  of  1923  by  6. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  252 — -114  males 
and  138  females— an  increase  of  30  over  last  year.  This  gives  a 
death  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  11.8  in  the  previous 
year.  No  deaths  were  registered  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child¬ 
birth.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  per 
1,000  births,  was  80.3  legitimate,  4.4  illegitimate,  total  84.7,  an 
increase  of  16.9. 

44ie  deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages,  was  1  ;  from  \\  hooping 
Cough,  2. 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years,  were  2. 

A  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  giving  causes  of 
all  deaths  in  the  district,  is  appended. 
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SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ig2 4, 

Causes  of  Death 


M  ALES 


Females 


All  Causes 
Enteric  Fever 
Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningococcal  Meningitis  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 
Heart  Disease 
Arterio-sclerosis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pre 
nancy  and  Parturition  ... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformatio 
Premature  Birth... 

Suicide 

Other  Deaths  from  violence 
Other  Defined  Diseases 
Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 
Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Poliomyelitis 
Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  /  T11°^a\. 

J  l  Illegitimate 

Total  Births  ... 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Population 


114 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

7 

3 

3 

0 

2 

6 

14 

0 

7 
17 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

8 
2 
2 

27 

0 

O' 

0 

17 

233 

228 

5 


138 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

10 

0 

0 

6 

3 

10 

1 

2 

7 

12 

0 

9 

13 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7 

3 

2 

44 

0 

0 

0 

19 

2 

215 

208 

ry 

i 


19,180 


Causes  of  Sickness. 


Weather  conditions  during  1924  were  very  unsettled,  and 
consequently  Pulmonary  Diseases  were  prevalent.  I  here  were 
64  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  of  which  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis  accounted  for  46.  In  addition  Influenza  was  very 
prevalent,  causing  18  deaths. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  as 
follows : — Erysipelas  14,  Pneumonia  23,  Scarlet  Fever  13, 
Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum  2,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
b.  Puerperal  Fever  1,  Pulmonary  I  uberculosis  23,  Ncn-I  ulmonaii 
Tuberculosis  4. 

The  ratio  of  noil-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber¬ 
culosis  deaths  is  1  to  13.  Notification  of  tuberculosis  is  efficient. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  1924. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 
DISTRICT. 

General  and  Obstretric  nursing  is  supplied  by  cei  tiffed  mid- 
wives  acting  under  the  control  of  the  County.  In  addition  theie 
is  a  branch  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Nursing  Association, 
employing  one  nurse,  for  Sedgley  only. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  for 
the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis  is  treated  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in 
Dudley  and  Wolverhampton,  under  the  scheme  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Act.  Suitable  cases  are  sent  to  various 


sanatoria. 
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Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authoritieswr 
County  Councils  for  the  treatment  of — 

(a)  Tuberculosis,  The  Dispensaries,  Parsons  Street,  Dudley, 
and  Bell  Street,  Wolverhampton ;  (b)  Maternity,  none ;  (c) 

Children,  none;  (d)  Fever,  none;  (e)  Smallpox,  the  Local 
Authority  has  a  share  in  the  Conjoint  Small-pox  Hospital 
(other)  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated  in  the  General 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authoritv 

The  Hospitals  available  for  the  district  are  all  situate  outside. 
1  hese  are: — Wolverhampton,  the  General  Hospital,  the  Women’s 
Hospital,  and  the  Eye  Infirmary;  Dudley,  the  Guest  Hospital, 
which  also  has  provision  for  the  treatment  of  eye  diseases. 

No  institutional  treatment  is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers 
or  illegitimate  children,  but  homeless  children  are  cared  for  by  the 
Guardians. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

1.  Infectious  Cases. — An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Con¬ 
joint  Board  for  the  removal  of  Small-pox  cases,  otherwise  there 
is  none.  2.  Accident  Cases.- — No  ambulance  is  available. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  founded  by  the 
Local  Authority  in  1917,  and  transferred  to  the  County  Authority 
in  1920,  is  growing-  steadily  in  importance.  There  are  three 
nurses  in  residence  and  a  medical  man  attends  weekly.  Provision 
F  made  for  dental  and  ophthalmic  treatment  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  work  of  the  centre. 

The  report  of  Nurse  Lowe,  the  senior  Health  Visitor,  is  as 
follows  : — 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Work.  The  staff  consists  of  one 
part-time  Medical  Officer,  one  part-time  Dentist,  three  whole- 
time  and  one  part-time  Nurses.  It  has  been  arranged  for  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  to-  be  held  at  Sedgley,  for  rnidwives  of  the  1  iptotv 
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4®uing  Home,  in  health  visiting  work.  The  pupils  subsequently 
work  as  part-time  health  visitors  in  the  County. 


The  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic  is  open  every  Tuesday, 
morning  for  school  children  and  afternoon  for  Baby  Welfare, 
with  the  Doctor  in  attendance  for  consultations.  1  he  School 
Clinic  is  open  daily,  except  Saturday,  for  minor  ailments. 


The  babies  and  toddlers  attending  the  Welfare  are  weighed 
and  each  mother  given  advice.  Those  visiting  for  the  first  time 
see  the  Doctor,  and  as  the  mother  desires  afterwards  from  time 
to  time.  The  advice  and  help  given  is  much  appreciated. 

In  connection  with  the  social  part  of  the  work  a  garden  par.) 
and  tea  was  given  by  Miss  Howl  at  the  Quarries  on  the  9th  of 
September.  Prizes  for  attendance  and  competitions  were  given 
by  ladies  interested  in  the  work.  We  had  230  mothers  and  babies 
to  tea  and  45  entries  for  mothercraft  competitions.  All  garments 
made  were  exceptionally  good,  showing  the  greater  interest  taken 
in  the  correct  clothing  of  children. 

Dental  Clinic.— The  clinic  is  open  three  days  weekly,  from 
October  to  March,  at  Sedgley,  and  the  remainder  of  the  year 
divided  between  Redhall  and  Robert  Street  Schools. 

Appended  is  a  table  giving  particulars  of  the  work  for  the 

year. 

✓ 

LABORATORY  WORK. 


Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  may  be  sent  for 
examination  to  the  laboratories  of  the  Birmingham  University 
and  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  These  facilities  are 
much  used  by  practitioners  in  the  neighbourhood.  Diphtheria 
antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  and  most  of  the 
cases  notified  during  1924  were  so  treated. 


MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE. 
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LU^OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE  LAWS  &  REGULATIONS 
relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  district,  and 
date  of  adoption. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Parts  2,  3  and  5  adopted  July,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  adopted  January,  1891. 
Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  adopted  May,  IPU. 
Bye-laws  : — New  Streets  &  Buildings,  confirmed  November,  1911. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations, 
confirmed  July,  1900. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.,  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 


1911. 

Slaughter-house  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 
1900. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water 
by  the  South  Staffordshire  W ater  Works  Company.  The  supply 
is  constant  and  of  good  quality.  Sixteen  new  houses  have  been 
connected  with  the  mains.  Rain-water  wells  and  cisterns,  where 
existing,  are  used  for  cleansing  and  washing*  purposes  only. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

With  the  exception  of  the  three  areas  formed  by  the  Housing 
Sites,  the  conservancy  system  is  general  throughout  the  district. 
The  number  of  privies  existing  is  2,483  and  the  number  of  ash¬ 
pits  is  1,983. 

There  are  now  1,101  water  closets  against  1,040  last  year, 
and  the  ashbins  have  increased  from  991  to  1,040.  1  he  increase 

in  the  number  of  water  closets  and  ashbins  is  due  mainly  to  the 
work  of  conversion  now  proceeding,  38  privies  and  23  ashpits 
having  been  abolished. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  work  of  sewering  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  under  the 
scheme  prepared  by  Messrs.  Wilcox  and  Raikes  is  now  completed, 
and  the  work  of  connecting  privies  with  the  new  sewers  is 

proceeding. 
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A  iurtner  scheme  for  sewering'  Lower  Gornal,  prepared  by 
the  same  Engineers,  was  accepted  by  the  Council.  This  scheme 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  held  a 
Local  Enquiry  on  the  14th  November  last  which  was  conducted 
by  Mr.  Weeks,  Inspector  to  the  Ministry.  Work  under  the 
contract  accepted  is  being  proceeded  with. 

The  disposal  works  at  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  are  operat¬ 
ing  successfully,  the  quality  of  the  effluent  discharged  being  of  a 
high  standard. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  whole  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  subject  to  annual 
licence.  There  are  8  slaughter-houses  on  the  register,  of  which 
one  is  new,  being  licensed  for  the  first  time  in  December,  1924. 
This  premises  takes  the  place  of  one  which  has  gone  out  of  use 
as  a  slaughter-house,  the  licence  being  surrendered  by  the  person 
to  whom  the  new  licence  was  granted.  Four  buildings  formerly 
used  as  slaughter-houses  are  not  in  use,  and  no  licences  have 
been  issued  in  respect  of  same.  Seven  of  the  slaughter-houses 
are  provided  with  good  -means  of  access,  and  are  a  reasonable 
distance  from  dwelling  houses. 

Bakehouses. 

Theie  are  14  bakehouses  in  use,  9  of  which  are  modern 
On  the  whole  the  bakehouses  are  good  structurally,  and  are  kept 
in  a  cleanly  condition. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  26  producers  and  31  retailers  registered  for  the 
sale  of  milk.  There  are  no  cowsheds  to  which  Part  2  of  the 
Regulations  apply.  Particulars  as  to  action  taken  under  the 
powers  contained  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act, 
1922,  will  be  found  in  your  Inspector’s  report. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  enforcing  of  the 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regula¬ 
tions. 
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GENERAL  MOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

4  he  general  housing  conditions  have  undergone  little  change 
during  the  year.  Sixteen  houses  have  been  built  by  private 
enterprise,  11  of  which  received  a  subsidy  of  £75  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  1923. 

The  demand  for  houses  is  still  insistent ;  there  are  229 
applications  on  the  waiting  list  from  residents,  also  a  large 
number  of  applications  from  persons  desiring  houses  in  the  district. 


Although  the  large  number  of  800  houses  has  been  built 
under  the  1919  Act,  there  is  still  a  decided  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation  in  this  district.  There  are  4,133  houses  in  the 
district,  3  less  than  last  year.  Fifteen  houses  are  void,  of  whicu 
2  are  under  Closing  Orders  and  13  under  Demolition  Orders 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  had  46  houses  under  Closing 
and  Demolition  Orders,  of  which  20  were  still  tenanted.  These 
were  made  up  of  10  houses  under  Closing  Orders,  7  being 
tenanted,  and  36  under  Demolition  Orders,  of  which  16  were 
tenanted.  During  the  year  14  houses  have  been  demolished, 
of  which  10  were  under  Demolition  Orders  and  4  under  Closing- 
Orders.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  30  houses  under 
Closing  Orders  and  22  under  Demolition  Orders.  No  demoli¬ 
tions  were  made  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — - 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1919,  1923,  or  1924: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (under  1923  Act)  ...  11 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  690 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  35 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  8 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  1  own 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — - 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  9 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  r' 

B.  _ Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  4; 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  44 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 


G.  wrroceedmgs  under  Sections  17  and  IS  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  X umber  or  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing'  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  9 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Weather  conditions  throughout  1924  were  responsible  for 

the  continued  prevalence  of  Respiratory  Diseases  and  seriously 
affected  our  death-rate,  which  has  risen  to  13.1  as  compared  with 
11.8  in  1923  and  12.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

Our  birth-rate  of  23.3  is  slightly  less  than  last  year,  when 
it  was  23.6,  but  is  considerably  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  18.8. 

1  he  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  appended  for 
comparison. 

The  completion  of  the  contract  for  sewering  Sedgley  and 
Upper  Gornal  is  of  outstanding  importance,  and  brings  to-  an  end 
the  long  period  of  waiting  during  which  the  provision  of  proper 
drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences  had  been  impracticable. 

No  time  has  been  lost  in  taking  advantage  of  the  new  con¬ 
ditions,  and  the  abolition  of  privies  and  ashpits  was  commenced 
in  September  last,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s 
Report. 
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The  acceptance  of  a  scheme  for  sewering-  Lower  Gornal^ftd 
for  the  provision  of  disposal  works  for  this  area  is  a  furthei 
mark  of  the  progress  which  is  now  being  made  in  improving  our 
sanitary  conditions  and  deserves  to  be  recorded. 

The  demand  for  more  houses  continues,  the  waiting  list 
disclosing  the  fact  that  many  cases  of  overcrowding  exist. 

During  the  past  five  years  only  48  houses  have  been  built 
by  private  enterprise,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  the  demand  for 
houses  is  not  likely  to  be  met  from  this  source. 

When  the  heavy  commitments  of  the  Council  are  considered 
the  carrying  out  of  any  further  Housing  Scheme,  with  its  possible 
addition  to  the  rates,  is  a  matter  which  requires  very  careful 
consideration. 

Combined  with  mv  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  furnishes  details  of  work  in  his  department  not  already 
covered.  Thanking  the  C  hairman,  Councillors,  and  my  brother 
officers,  more  especially  your  Inspector,  to  whom  much  of  the 
success  of  my  department  is  due,  lor  their  hearty  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  M.  McMILLAN. 


April  15th,  1925. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DJgUNG 
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REPORT  of  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1924. 


Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  House, 

Sedgley. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1924. 

This  is  my  25th  Annual  Report,  and  deals  only  with  matters 
on  which  further  information  is  desirable  to  supplement  that 
already  furnished  to,  and  embodied  in  the  Report  of,  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Inspections. 

The  dwelling-houses  inspected  number  690,  of  which  25 
inspections  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Inspection  Regulations,  1910. 

Thirty-five  houses  were  found  to  be  quite  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  8  houses  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  action  taken  to  remedy  these  conditions  is  as  follows  : — 

Twenty-eight  were  reported  for  closure,  and  Closing  Orders 
were  made  in  15  cases,  the  remainder  being  adjourned  to  enable 
the  owners  to  restore  the  buildings  to  a  reasonable  standard  of 
fitness  or  submit  proposals  for  dealing  with  same.  Thirteen 
Closing  Orders  were  also  made  on  a  group  of  houses  reported 
or  during  1923,  consideration  of  same  having  been  deferred  at 
the  request  of  the  owners. 


Mouses  Rendered  Fit  for  Habitation. 


Thirty-two  houses  have  been  rendered  lit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation,  of  which  6  were  under  Closing"  and  Demolition  Orders, 
A  under  Closing-  Orders,  and  22  not  under  Closing  Orders. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  a 
block  of  six  back-to-back  houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders 
had  been  made.  Plans  and  specifications  were  accepted  for  the 
re-conditioning  of  this  property,  and  converting  same  into  three 
through  houses,  with  separate  wash-houses  and  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  ;  also  improved  water  supply  and  drainage.  The  work 
entailing  a  heavy  expenditure  has  been  completed,  and  provides 
three  houses  in  an  area  badly  in  need  of  same.  Light  houses 
were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  28  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  1919.  In  two  of  these  cases,  Nos.  11  and 
12,  Turls  Hill  Road,  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Council  in 
default  of  the  owner.  The  costs  were  recovered  from  the  owner 
on  an  Order  made  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  before  whom 
the  cases  were  heard.  I  he  Closing  Orders  revoked  are  as 

follows  : — 

1  I  f  Bath  Street. 

35  Castle  Street. 

70  Tip-ten  Street. 

21  Musk  Lane. 

35  Castle  Street,  a  back-to-back  house,  has  been  converted 
into  a  through  house  with  No.  1  Brick  Street.  d)  1  ipton  Stieet, 
also  a  back-to-back  house,  has  been  converted  into  a  through 
house  with  No.  72  Tipton  Street. 

Mouses  under  Closing  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  10  houses  undei 
Closing  Orders,  of  which  4  were  occupied.  During  the  year 
28  Closing  Orders  were  made.  <* 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  30  houses  un^£ 
Closing  Orders,  as  follows  : — 

22  and  23  Dudley  Road. 

87  Gospel  End  Street. 

9  M  o  den  Hill. 

15  Cooper’s  Bank  Road. 

28,  29,  30,  31,  32  and  33  Windmill  Street. 

36  and  37  Kent  Street. 


61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67, 
Graveyard  Road. 

5  Chase  Road. 


68,  69,  70,  71,  72  and  73 


5,  6  and  7  Evans  Court,  Bilston  Street. 

Four  houses  were  rendered  fit  lor  habitation,  and  the  Orders 
thereon  revoked,  and  the  remaining-  four  were  demolished  by  the 


owners. 


Houses  under  Demolition  Orders. 


At  the  beginning-  of  the  year  there  were  36  houses  under 
Demolition  Orders.  No  additional  Orders  were  made  during  the 


year. 

Eight  of  these  houses  have  been  demolished,  6  have  been 
re-conditioned  and  formed  into  3  houses,  leaving  the  following 
22  on  the  books  to  be  dealt  with.  Nine  of  these  houses  are  still 
occupied. 

58  Jews  Lane. 

29  Summit  Place. 

31  Vale  Street. 

9  and  10  Victoria  Terrace. 

91  Ruiton  Street. 

29  Cooper’s  Bank  Road. 

12,  13,  14,  14a  and  15  Tower  Street. 

25  Dudley  Road. 

1  Beacon  Court,  Bilston  Street. 

46  Bilston  Street. 

1  Cricket  Meadow,  Upper  Gornal. 

1  Pale  Street. 

25b  and  27  Holloway  Street. 

24a  Kent  Street. 

1  Duke  Street. 

36  Summer  Lane. 


\ 
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Houses  Demolished. 


Fourteen  houses  have  been  demolished, 
(57  Ruiton  Street. 

34  Kent  Street. 

28  and  29  Jews  Lane. 

35  Summer  Lane. 


namely  : — 


43,  44  and  45  Bilston  Street. 

14  Graveyard  Road. 

18  and  19  Dudley  Road. 

3  and  4  Victoria  Terrace,  Abbev  Road. 
53  Kent  Street. 


Prosecutions. 

The  following  cases  were  taken  before  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  at  Sedgley 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

(36  Kings  Road.  House  foul,  damp  and  dilapidated. 

73  Kings  Road.  House  damp  and  dilapidated. 

14  Furls  Hill  Road.  House  foul  and  dilapidated. 

Cases  adjourned  on  defendant  undertaking  to  carry  out  work 
and  pay  costs  yCl  6s.  6d.  in  each  case. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

Section  28. 

11  and  12  Turls  Hill  Road. 

Recovery  of  _£524  15s.  74d.  costs  incurred  in  completing  work 
in  default  of  owner. 

Order  made  for  payment  of  amount  claimed  and  y73  4s.  Od. 
costs. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922. 

The  register  now  contains  26  producers  and  31  retailers. 

Two  producers  have  been  added  to  the  register  during  the 
vear,  one  producer  has  gone  out  of  the  business,  the  premises 
having  been  sold  and  are  now  used  for  other  purposes. 
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The  retailing  of  milk  has  also  ceased  on  this  premises. 


Three  retailers  have  been  added  to  the  register,  and  two 
retailers  have  discontinued  business. 


One  retailer,  Joseph  Morgan,  5  Chase  Road,  has  been 
removed  from  the  register  owing  to  his  premises  having  become 
unsuitable  for  the  storage  of  milk. 

In  this  case,  the  retailer  appealed  against  the  decision  of  the 
Council,  and  the  case  was  heard  before  the  County  Magistrates 
on  the  22nd  December,  when  the  appeal  was  dismissed  with 
gC2  2s.  Od.  costs  against  the  appellant. 

Drainage  Work  and  Privy  Conversions. 

The  completion  of  the  work  of  sewering  Sedgley  and  Upper 
Gornal,  and  the  provision  of  disposal  works  in  connection  there¬ 
with,  has  enabled  me  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  house  drainage 
and  privy  conversion. 

The  first  conversions  were  completed  in  September  last  at 
29-32  High  Street,  Sedgley,  when  new  drainage  was  provided 
and  four  water  closets  installed  in  lieu  of  two  privies. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  38  privies  had  been  abolished,  and 
45  water  closets  provided  in  connection  with  42  houses. 

In  every  case  new  watertight  drains  were  laid,  and  in  many 
cases  new  conveniences  were  erected  owing  to  the  unsuitability 
of  site  or  structure  of  the  old  privies. 

Twenty-three  ashpits  have  been  abolished,  36  galvanized  ash- 
bins  provided  in  place  of  same. 

As  practically  every  house  where  a  privy  and  ashpit  exists 
will  require  to  be  provided  with  new  drainage,  owners  of  property 
are  faced  with  heavy  expenditure,  but  up  to  the  present  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  all  conversions  have  been  carried  out 
without  the  necessity  of  serving  Statutory  Notices. 

Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  knowledge  that  up  to  8  per  cent, 
of  the  cost  of  this  work  may  be  added  to  the  rents  of  the  property 
benefitting  by  the  improvements. 


Report  on  the  Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

1  beg  to  report  on  the  removal  of  house  refuse  as  follows  — 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  Mr.  Pearson 
having  supervision  of  the  men  and  teams  employed. 

There  are  10  men  employed  full  time,  and  occasional  labour 
as  required  on  the  tips. 

The  haulage  work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  the  contractor 
providing  horses  and  drivers,  hive  horses  are  fully  employed. 
This  arrangement  continues  to  be .  satisfactory,  good  horses  and 
drivers  being  supplied.  The  haulage  work  is  now  carried  out 
efficiently  and  leaves  no  ground  for  complaint. 

I  he  district  is  divided  into-  five  areas,  three  men,  including 
the  horse  driver,  being  allotted  to  each  area. 

During  the  year  12,441  loads  of  refuse  have  been  removed 
from  42,999  buildings,  at  a  cost  of  3s.  4Jd.  per  load  for  wages 
and  haulage. 

The  cost  per  load  shows  an  increase  of  one  farthing  per 
load  as  compared  with  last  year,  when  it  was  3s.  4d. 

4  he  number  of  loads  have  increased  by  123,  the  total  for 
the  previous  year  being  12,318  loads. 

!  he  expenditure  in  wages  and  haulage  amounts  to 
^2,056  18s.  3d.,  against  ^£?2,030(  4s.  8d.  last  year,  and  ^72 ,205 
Os.  8d.  for  the  year  1922. 

During  the  year  5,387  privies,  4,583  ashpits,  and  43,562  ash- 
bins  were  emptied. 

The  cost  per  house  shows  an  increase  of  one  penny  per 
house  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  cost  per  house  for  the  past  four  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1921  Cost  per 

House, 

16  s. 

7Jd. 

1922  ,, 

11s. 

3Jd. 

1923  ,, 

9s. 

9fd. 

1924  „ 

5  > 

9s. 

10fd. 

24 


Remarks, 


The  increase  in  the  cost  of  this  work,  though  slight,  is  due 
principally  to  two  causes.  One  being  that  the  average  rate  of 
wages  paid  during  1924  were  higher  than  in  1928,  the  other 
cause  being  that  the  tips  were  not  so  accessible,  and  the  haulage 
w  ork  much  heavier. 


Until  recently  tipping  accommodation  of  a  suitable 
character  existed  in  nearly  every  portion  of  this  district. 

Some  of  these  places  are  no  longer  available,  and  the  cost 
of  the  disposal  of  refuse  is  gradually  increasing. 

The  want  of  a  suitable  tip  has  resulted  in  the  work  falling 
in  arrears  in  one  portion  of  the  district.  This  matter  is  now- 
receiving  consideration. 

The  number  of  loads  removed  per  house  average  3,  against 
2}  in  1923,  and  3^  in  1922. 

All  ashbins  are  emptied  weekly,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  number  of  bins  installed  in  scattered  places  over  a  wide 
area.  These  latter  receive  attention  fortnightly. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  that  a  substantial  reduction  could 
be  made  in  the  cost  of  removal  of  house  refuse  if  the  public 
generally  would  follow  the  advice  constanly  given,  to  but  n  all 
paper  and  other  combustible  refuse,  which  not  only  forms  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  refuse  removed,  but  adds  to  our  cost 
of  disposal. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  WANE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


